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While 2019-2020 saw unprecedented events occur which jolted everyone, 2020-2021 has largely 

been about learning to live with the new normal and taking stock.  The previous financial year for 

NZGFW I believe has been a success, seeing only a small deficit of $200 in total.   

There have been and currently are significant restrictions for a great many New Zealanders, 

including Food Writers NZ members.  As such there has been a general hesitancy to organise events, 

with the very real possibility any event may need to be cancelled at any moment.  It is telling that for 

the financial year 2020-2021 NZGFW had nil expenditure or income from any events (conference 

transactions occurred after July 30).  Despite this dip in event organization, we should continue with 

our aim that any events we do hold are self-funded or supported by sponsorship.  

COVID-19 has also caused some belt-tightening for our members which has seen a reduction of 

membership subscriptions of $2814.  However as noted above it has all nearly balanced out. 

The future direction of NZGFW will be decided at this AGM.  Financially we are in a good position try 

a new structure and can afford the first year’s salary for a paid executive position.  If we continue 

with the same structure and modus operandi our financial position looks stable in the short term.  

However due to the fact the current NZGFW committee structure needs a considerable amount of 

input from volunteers, who themselves are in the process of belt-tightening, there is a risk we will be 

unable to find enough people to provide this input.  As such it is likely we will continue to hold fewer 

events, be less relevant and engaged with our membership and therefore continue to lose members.  

If that continues for too long, we will no longer be in a good financial position to try a new 

governance structure with a paid executive officer.  If we decide to go ahead with employing a new 

executive officer, one of their roles will be to secure sponsorship and ensure our membership base 

increases rather than declines. 
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