
 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report 

Food Writers New Zealand AGM 2021 

 

In December 2020, some media commentators rejoiced that a global 

annus horriblis was coming to an end. The rest of us weren’t so 

optimistic. While New Zealand initially basked in the success of our Covid-

19 elimination strategy and enjoyed a golden summer, we have seen the 

pandemic cast a long shadow. 

Food Writers New Zealand has built on the lessons learned in 2020, 

opting for a mix of in-person and online events around the country to stay 

connected with our members. In March, Life Member Lauraine Jacobs 

opened the doors to her beautiful Auckland home (and her cookbook 

collection) for an evening of long-overdue catch-ups for Aucklanders, with 

tasty treats contributed by members, cocktails by Food Writers NZ vice-

president Tash McGill and live music on the piano by Murray Jacobs. In 

Wellington, Food Writers NZ treasurer Asher Regan organised a brilliant 

tour of Miramar’s foodie hotspots, proving there’s more to the sleepy 

eastern suburb than just Peter Jackson’s film empire. In Christchurch, 

FWNZ committee member Nicola Fraher has organised multiple events for 

a growing band of members. 

Prompted by Covid-19 and an awareness of the need for equitable access 

to events and learning opportunities, we have moved professional 

development online this year. We have run several successful courses 

from a programme organised by Food Writers NZ immediate past 

president Michelle Jones and Tash McGill. Huge thanks to them for their 

thoughtful input and drive. We are also very grateful to past presidents 

Niki Bezzant and Kathy Paterson for generously sharing their wisdom on 

how to charge and how to write recipes, respectively. 



Digest, our bi-monthly newsletter, continues to be a wonderful benefit to 

our members. Thank you to editors Alexia Santamaria and Niki Bezzant, 

who make putting it together look effortless. 

The showcase event of this past year has been our conference in 

Wellington, held to coincide with Visa Wellington On a Plate. This 

conference was designed to offer a blend of activities to stimulate brains 

and connections as well as tastebuds; including a panel discussion with 

leading thinkers, a modern hangi from acclaimed chef and Maori culinary 

history expert Joe McLeod, a guided tour of Wellington’s inner-city food 

producers, a taste of history at Government House and a chance to 

experience Beervana, before gathering for a spectacular dinner at 

Bellamys by Logan Brown, in The Beehive. A smaller group of members 

then headed ‘over the hill’ to explore the bountiful Wairarapa. This 

undertaking could not have been possible without the generous financial 

backing of our sponsors, Beef + Lamb NZ, Deer Industry NZ and 

Summerfruit NZ, plus Visa Wellington On a Plate, Destination Wairarapa, 

Vegetables.co.nz, Lot 8 Olive Oil and Thorn PR, who kindly helped source 

Rebel Bakehouse and Coral Tree Organics goodies for the conference 

delegate bags. 

At the opening of the Food Writers NZ conference in August I told 

members that I’d been holding my breath for the previous two months, 

expecting Covid-19 to turn up and ruin the party. I didn’t realise how 

prescient that comment was; a week later Aotearoa went back into a 

Level 4 lockdown. 

There is no doubt that the social and economic changes wrought by 

Covid-19 have made things tough for our organisation. It’s harder to get 

together, build bonds and keep our members fully engaged. It’s also 

difficult for our volunteer committee members, who are all busy people 

juggling multiple jobs and family responsibilities. As a committee, we 

believe Food Writers New Zealand needs to evolve in order to stay 

relevant and meet the changing needs of our members. The organisation 

must attract new members while continuing to provide support and 

meaningful opportunities for its long-standing crew too. That’s why the 

current committee is recommending changes to how Food Writers New 

Zealand is run. Our recommendations include setting up a new 

governance structure, an updated constitution that changes our current 

membership, and the creation of a new, paid, Executive Officer position. 

If our membership accept these changes, the current committee will 

stand down so a new board can be formed. We believe these changes will 



breathe new life into our organisation and give it a solid foundation from 

which to thrive. 

I believe Food Writers New Zealand has huge potential, but it also 

requires investment of time and energy. I would like to thank all the 

members of the current committee for their input this year particularly 

Michelle Jones, Tash McGill and Asher Regan. Our job has been made 

immeasurably easier by Rachel Nui, who has continued to provide admin 

support and be a great source of institutional knowledge. I will be among 

the committee members standing down at this AGM, but I look forward to 

continuing to enjoy the fellowship and professional development I’ve 

found as a member of Food Writers NZ. 

  

Lucy Corry 

Food Writers New Zealand President (NZGFW) 

  

 


