
 

 

 
 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 2020 
 

This year the Food Writers New Zealand Annual General Meeting was held online using Zoom on  

Friday 16 October at 4.00pm.   

 

 

Meeting Called By:  Michelle Jones - President 

 

 

Present: 

 

Michelle Jones, Lucy Corry, Ginny Grant, Asher Regan, Catherine  Bell, Jan Bilton, Nicola Fraher, Niki Bezzant, 

Kate Underwood, Natasha McGill, Pip Duncan, Felicity O'Driscoll, Fiona Smith, Vanessa Baxter, Jennifer Yee 

Collinson, Victoria Harris, Olena Williams, Maria Middlestead, Fiona Hugues  

 

Apologies:  

 
Andrea Bidois (Proxy: Asher Regan), Tracy Curphey, Nicola Galloway (Proxy: Lucy Corry) 

Nicola McConnell (Proxy: Lucy Corry), Shona Dey (Proxy: Michelle Jones), Dianne Kenderdine, Jeni Pearce, 

Lauraine Jacobs MNZN (Proxy: Natasha McGill), Alessandra Zecchini (Proxy: Michelle Jones), 

Allyson Gofton, Regina Wypych (Proxy: Kathy Paterson) Vicki Ravlich-Horan (Proxy: Natasha McGill) 

Natasha McAller (Proxy: Natasha McGill), Nalini Baruch, Julie Biuso.  

 

Minutes Taken By:   Rachel Nui  
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM DESCRIPTION ACTION 

1. MEETING OPENS at 4.08pm 

Michelle Jones opened the 2020 Annual General Meeting for Food 

Writers NZ and welcomed everyone. 

APOLOGIES – Rachel Nui read out the apologies to members present as 

noted above. 

 

 



2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  

Minutes of the 2019 AGM were circulated prior to the AGM.  

Motion: That the minutes from the previous AGM held at Zealong 

Estate, Hamilton on 18 October 2019 be accepted as a true and 

correct record of that meeting. 

Moved: Michelle Jones            Seconded: Felicity O’Driscoll       

Carried: All 

Abstentions:  NIL 

Matters arising from minutes: NIL 

 

4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:   

President’s Report was circulated to members prior to the AGM 

Michelle read out her President’s Report (attached) to those present.  

Motion: To accept the President’s Report for 2020. 

Moved:  Michelle Jones        Seconded: Felicity O’Driscoll 

Carried: All 

Abstentions: NIL 

 

 

 

 

5. TREASURERS REPORT & FINANCIAL REPORT TO 31 July 2020: 

The Treasurer’s Report (attached) was circulated to members prior to 

the AGM. 

The End of Year Financial Report for year ending 31 July 2020 was 

circulated to members prior to the AGM.   

Niki reiterated to members that she had taken on the role as Treasurer 

half-way through the year, after being asked by Committee to fill the 

position until the AGM.  Niki also thanked Rachel Nui for her work done 

with the End of Year Financials. 

Motion: To accept the Treasurer’s Report and the End of Year 

Financial Report for 2020. 

Moved: Niki Bezzant              Seconded:  Maria Middlestead 

Carried: All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Abstentions: NIL 

Michelle thanked Niki for stepping into the Treasurer role, along with 

her ongoing support over the past two years. 

 

6. 

 

 

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

For the next term the position of Vice President and President are 

vacant. 

Nomination has been received for Vice President as follows: 

 Natasha McGill 

 

Current V.President, Lucy Corry will take over the roll as President for 

the next term. 

 

Motion: To accept the nomination received for Natasha McGill for 

Vice President and that the current Vice President Lucy Corry will 

resume the roll of President for the next term of office. 

Moved:    Michelle Jones        Seconded: Felicity O’Driscoll 

Carried: All 

Abstentions: NIL 

Michelle acknowledged Lucy Corry has been a tower of strength and 

given an amazing amount of support to Michelle over her term as 

President.  Michelle trusts that the Executive Committee and FWNZ 

members will give Lucy the same support during her term as President. 

Lucy reiterated what Michelle and Niki had both said, that this is an 

organisation ‘You get out what you put in to’.  Lucy feels privileged to 

be a member and it has been a pleasure to be part of the Executive 

Committee working alongside some really passionate, hardworking and 

clever people.  Lucy thanked Michelle and Niki for being a great source 

of knowledge and wisdom; and acknowledged that while there are 

challenging times ahead, they will also be good ones.  Lucy’s motto that 

she wants to bring is “Don’t moan, take action”.  

Tash is excited about the opportunity, working with Lucy and being 

able serve the members well. She is looking forward to seeing what 

new opportunities and innovations exist for us beyond what we have 

known.  

 

 



As mentioned in the President’s Report, Michelle reiterated to 

members that with Vanessa Baxter and Niki Bezzant standing down 

from the Executive Committee, that we are looking for an additional 

two members. Also mentioned that Auckland representation on the 

Executive Committee will be very light on the ground going forward, so 

if any Auckland members would like to be involved to get in touch. The 

new Executive Committee members will be appointed by the 

Committee at the next meeting. 

Jennifer YC commented - Enormous thanks to you Niki for your 

tremendous contribution and stewardship. X 

Fiona Hugues commented - Thanks so much Michelle & Niki! Thank you 

always to Rachel. Congratulations Lucy & Tash! 

 

7.  GENERAL BUSINESS: 

No general business was raised. 

Niki thanked Michelle for her service as President. You have taken the 

organisation to some interesting places. You have been at the helm 

when we have done some big, new and innovative things. 

Niki thanked Michelle for her leadership and innovation. 

 

8. Motion:  To close the Annual General Meeting for 2020 for the NZ 

Guild of Food Writers. 

Moved:  Michelle Jones         Seconded:  Vanessa Baxter 

Carried: All 

Close of meeting:  4.28pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



President’s Report 

Food Writers New Zealand AGM 2020 

 

Last year when we talked about the importance of Food Writers New Zealand embracing change and being 
resilient, never could we have predicted the colossal curve ball 2020 would throw at us.  

This financial year has been one of two very distinct halves. We hit the ground running, announcing the 
winners of The Foodies – NZ Food Media Awards in late August.  Conference 2019, a highlight in our annual 
calendar, was held mid-October in the Waikato region with Pat Nourse, Creative Director for the Melbourne 
Food & Wine Festival our keynote speaker. In November, a group of members were invited to join the 
Horowhenua Taste Trail, before we wrapped up 2019 with a fabulous Christmas Party at Barulho.  Regular 
roundtable events were also held in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch thanks to local event champions. 

As we headed off on our summer holidays no one could have imagined that the world would be so different, 
come March 2020.  The impact of COVID brought new challenges; social, physical, mental and economic.  
Work and income streams disappeared. We changed the way we interacted with people.  We found ways to 
shop differently and support local producers who were struggling to get their products to customers or find 
new revenue streams, as the hospitality sector came to a grinding halt. We mastered the art of Zoom, Slack, 
Skype, What’s App and other platforms.  We had no choice, but to adapt. 

With face-to-face events off limits, virtual drinks and Zoom calls did something Food Writers had talked 
about, but never achieved, we connected members nationwide.  After a few technical hitches and getting 
everyone to adhere to online etiquette – you’re on mute we can’t hear you or please put your mic on mute – 
Zoom provided a platform for networking opportunities and discussion forums with members volunteering 
to host these events or pull together panels to discuss hot topics.  We ran our first virtual May Market Day, 
before launching our first ever ecookbook.  Digest became a monthly publication, thanks to the efforts of 
Alexia Santamaria and Lucy Corry. 

To reiterate, Food Writers New Zealand would simply not exist without hours and hours of volunteer time 
and expertise. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pip Duncan and Kathy Paterson for all their hard 
work in delivering many May Market Days and Conferences over the past few years; your drive, tenacity and 
commitment will be missed.  Special mention also goes to Kathy for turning her idea for a cookbook into a 
reality; Cosy raised almost $7000 for Meat the Need. 

With Niki Bezzant and Vanessa Baxter standing down at this year’s AGM,  I would like to firstly thank them 
for their participation and contribution, and take the opportunity to reiterate the importance of encouraging 
members to join the Executive Committee and to be actively involved in our future.  Under the constitution, 
Niki and Vanessa can be replaced with two professional members as sanctioned by the current Executive 
Committee and then officially voted in, at our 2021 AGM. Thanks also to Rachel Nui for keeping us on track 
by managing the accounts, meetings and admin for events and so much more.  

We need your support, input and ongoing engagement to enable Food Writers New Zealand to continue to 
be relevant and viable in the ever-evolving food communication world.  If you would like to be more 
involved, then please get in touch with your incoming President and Vice President who would welcome 
your support with open arms. 

 

Michelle Jones  

President Food Writers New Zealand (NZGFW) 



Treasurer’s Report 

Food Writers New Zealand AGM 2020 

 

This year has been unprecedented for the world and of course for our organisation.  

This is reflected in our finances, with less income from events and memberships.  

We also spent more. In 2020, In light of the fact we couldn’t plan any in-person events (including May 
Market Day and a mid-winter event), and due to lockdown, we made the call to spend funds on member 
communication and increased the frequency of Digest to monthly. We also waived membership renewal 
fees for small corporates (eight members), with a view to supporting our small food-related businesses. 
There were also some expenses associated with our charity cookbook. Expenses for The Foodies – NZ Food 
Media Awards also fall into this financial year; we invested $10,000 in the awards which ran over budget by 
just over $3,000 due to some one-off set up costs and less than anticipated number of entries.  

Cumulatively, this has resulted in a deficit for the 2020 financial year.  

Despite this, we remain in sound financial shape. How the next year plays out is of course unknown, but 
should we be able to return to at least some of our regular activities, we should be able to keep things 
steady. It has been our practice in recent years to aim to break even on events, if not to make a small profit. 
Membership revenue – especially from corporates – will remain a challenge.  

With the major shifts in our media and business landscapes, change is needed for all organisations, including 
ours. If the incoming executive, with the support of members, crucially, is able to adapt and evolve the 
organisation to attract new members and retain existing ones, Food Writers NZ’s future will be bright, and 
we should be optimistic about that.  

I’d like to suggest there’s an opportunity to look at spending some of our money differently in future, with a 
view to supporting members in different ways. Perhaps there’s scope for a contestable fund for writing 
projects; scholarships for up-and-coming practitioners; grants for members facing hardship. These and other 
possibilities should be open for discussion.  

 

Niki Bezzant 

Food Writers New Zealand Treasurer (NZGFW) 

 


