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The conference programme, put together by our Events Committee with the support of local Waikato members, is a 

mix of speakers, discussions, presentations and professional development with the opportunity to listen, learn and 

network with other members. 

 

Here’s all you need to know: 

 

When:  Friday 18 October to Sunday 20 October 

Where: Zealong Estate, 495 Gordonton Road, Gordonton, Waikato 

 

Bookings: Bookings are to be made via Eventbrite. Early Bird Registration closes 31 August. 

 

Early Bird Registration Friday only: $125.00 (plus Eventbrite fees) 

Early Bird Registration Saturday only: $105.00 (plus Eventbrite fees) 

 

From 1 September, Friday only is $150 (plus Eventbrite fees) and Saturday is $125 (plus Eventbrite fees).  Non 

Member pricing can be found on Eventbrite. 

 

Friday dinner is at members’ own expense, but please choose which restaurant you wish to dine at so we can make a 

group booking.  There is no charge for Sunday. 

   

We look forward to welcoming you to Food Writers NZ Conference 2019. See programme for full details. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/food-writers-new-zealand-conference-2019-tickets-66638095337
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/food-writers-new-zealand-conference-2019-tickets-66638095337


PROGRAMME – Friday 18 October 
 

9.00am  Zealong Tour (optional tour for early arrivals) 

9.30am  Morning Tea 

Sponsored by Woodland Free Range Eggs 

  

10.00am  Welcome  

Michelle Jones, Food Writers New Zealand President and Jason Dawson, Hamilton and Waikato 

Tourism 

  

10.20am  At the End of the World  

Can New Zealand and Australia’s food and culinary industries have any impact at the exciting yet 

crowded global table?  A conversation with Pat Nourse and Sarah Meikle.  

Facilitator: Lauraine Jacobs 

 

11.20am  Realness in the Farming Sector  

The inside story on farming today and the impact of the changes demanded by the environment and 

the consumer. Daniel Eb and Mike and Sarah Barton.  Facilitator: Lynda Hallinan 

 

12.00pm  Food Writers New Zealand AGM 

 

12.30pm  Lunch  

Sponsored by Deer Industry New Zealand 

 

 1.30pm  The Food Media Landscape - How to do your pitch       

Three perspectives: join Claire Murdoch, Head of Publishing, Penguin Random House New Zealand, 

Alice Neville, Journalist at The Spinoff and Sarah Tuck, Editor of Dish Magazine.  

Facilitator: Vicki Ravlich-Horan 

   

2.30pm  Where Do Consumers get their Information From? 

We hear from Glen Neal, General Manager, Risk Management and Intelligence at  

Food Standards Australia and New Zealand. 

 
3.00pm  Zealong presentation and tea tasting 

3.30pm  Professional Development: Personal Branding 

Learn how to leverage yourself on paper, online and in person. Hear from Peta Mobberley and 

Tamsin Kingston, Auckland University Business School 

 

4.00pm  Talk and Taste Waikato  

Waikato food producers share an overview of their business and their secret to success.  

Facilitator: Lucy Corry  

 

 Bellefield Butter  Meyer Cheese  

 Bidfresh  Over the Moon Cheese 

 Donovans  Vilagrad Brothers – Cider 

 Jersey Girl  Volare Bread  
 

5.30pm  Conference closes and return to your accommodation   

 

 



7.30pm  Join us for dinner at three different locations, hosted by Michelle Jones, Lucy Corry and Vicki Ravlich-

Horan (members to pay for dinner at restaurant)   

Hayes Common - Mr Pickles - Palate  

Please nominate where you wish to dine online at Eventbrite when booking your conference tickets. 

 

PROGRAMME – Saturday 19 October 

 

Tour and Taste Raglan 

Facilitator - Vicki Ravlich-Horan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.50am  Board the coach at Ibis Hotel, 18 Alma Street, Hamilton Central for a morning visiting handpicked 
growers and producers in the Raglan area. 

 

12.15pm  Lunch and Market  

1.30pm  Continue visits to growers and producers 

5.00pm  Dinner at “The Shack” 

7.00pm  Return to Hamilton 

 

PROGRAMME – Sunday 19 October 

 

8.30am  Visit Hamilton Gardens 

Make your own way to Hungerford Crescent, Hamilton. 

Not to be missed, these gardens are a treasure. Some of the stunning gardens spaces include 

Sustainable Backyard, Kitchen Garden, Herb Garden and Mansfield Garden.  Grab a coffee or tea and 

pastries provided by Volare before you wander off to explore the gardens. 
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SPONSORS  

Our Food Writers NZ Conference 2019 would not be possible without the generous support of our sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


